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an active minority. Left to its own devices. Vox PofuK would
continue to acclaim, in a half-hearted way, works which have
long lost all savor. In literature as in politics, again, there are
some traditions which, in a well-established state, it is not law-
ful to challenge: a gentleman accepts unquestioningly the Dy-
nasty and the Classics. This fine, restful, undemocratic virtue is
called sterling loyalty in the one field, mellow culture in the
other.

There are in literature also pressure groups, lobbies, ma-
chines, conscious and organized minorities which make up the
public mind. The last word, Yes or No, is with Demos 5 but
meanwhile, you can fool a good many people for a very long
time. Eighteenth-century France was particularly modern and
sprightly 5 yet it put up with dismal pseudo-classical tragedies
which did not in the least correspond to its real taste. Why?
Because those in authority had decreed that this fossil genre was
the highest possible form of serious drama. Many impressive
successes were scored, simply because no alternative was allowed.
The alternative may have been ready: but the groups which
acted as nominating committees refused to have it considered.
In literature as in politics, it frequently happens that "we re-
pair to the ballot box, and vote for Harding or for Cox." Ulti-
mately, these artificial celebrities fade away. The lists of the
best-sellers in any country, the roll of Academicians in France,
offer a very large percentage of forgotten mediocrities. But the
better work that was not given a chance is even more deeply
forgotten. It is not certain that Dr. Pangloss was right, that
"all is for the best in the best possible world," that all kings,
all presidents, all generals, were the most efficient men available
at the time 5 and in the same way, there is nothing to prove that
our collection of acknowledged masterpieces represents the
highest attainments that man could have reached.

Of these conscious minorities, some definitely claim authority,
as bodies of trained and recognized experts: the professors, the
academies. Others consider themselves as the natural leaders of
the reading public, the epitome of the educated classes, the elite